
(NU) - Buying a new comput-
er’s always a thrill -- but sooner or
later, your fast new machine will
start to act like a clunker. Or will
it?

With a few simple tips, you can
keep your computer running
smoothly. Sammsoft (www.samm-
soft.com), a company that devel-
ops and publishes quality software
products designed to secure, pro-
tect, maintain and enhance com-
puter users’ experience, provides
the following tips:
1. Clean out your computer reg-
istry. Every Windows Operating
System uses a registry, or a cen-
tral database that contains all of the
settings for low-level operating
system components, as well as any
applications running on the plat-
form. Every time you save some-
thing, run a new application or in-
stall or uninstall a program, new
information is organized into your
registry. But occasionally, the reg-
istry records something incorrect-
ly. Over time, registry errors pile
up and can start slowing down
your computer. But running a reg-
istry cleaner, such as Advanced
Registry Optimizer 2010 by
Sammsoft, will fix registry errors
and remove faulty files, helping
your computer run quickly and
smoothly.
2. Keep viruses under wraps. Run
a virus checker regularly. If you
have a high-speed wireless con-
nection, don’t use the Internet
without a firewall. No antivirus
strategy is perfect, so stay away
from suspicious-looking Web sites

and don’t click on strange links in
e-mails.
3. Get rid of unnecessary files. If
you haven’t used a program in
months or years, delete it to re-
claim valuable memory. But al-
ways back-up applications in case
you want to reinstall them later,
and don’t delete applications that
you don’t recognize, as Windows
might need them to run. Never re-
move WINDOWS or HOT FIX
applications. Also delete cookies
and clear your Internet cache be-
fore you sign-off your computer.
4. Never turn off your computer
before Windows has shut down.
Doing so so could harm the hard
drive or result in lost data or Win-
dows files.
5. Back up Your Computer. Hard-
ware problems occur more that
you might think, and you don’t
want to deal with the frustration of
losing valuable data. Back up pho-
tos, Excel spreadsheets, Word doc-
uments --anything that you do not
want to lose --on external hard dri-
ves or CDs.

For more information, visit
www.sammsoft.com.
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