RECREATION

Expert Tips for Proper
Pool Closing
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(NU) - You might not think
about your pool too much after
the end of summer, but what you
do at the end of swimming sea-
son will determine your workload
come spring. Properly winteriz-
ing your pool will make opening
it easier, not to mention help pre-
vent damage.

Poorly winterized pools may
sustain freeze-thaw damage, bro-
ken equipment, underground
drain damage and poor water
quality in the spring. Every year,
Americans spend thousands of
dollars repairing pools that were
not closed properly.

BioGuard, a company that
supplies water treatment products
for recreational and industrial
use, offers the following tips for
pool owners looking to properly
close their pools:

* Conduct a final pool water
test. Bring a water sample to your
local BioGuard dealer to receive
a quick, computerized water
analysis. The water analysis will
ensure that the water in your pool
is balanced. After the dealer tests
your water, he or she can recom-
mend and provide the exact ma-
terials you need to close your
pool for the winter, including in-
formation on protecting your pool
surfaces and equipment.

* Brush the walls and floor of
your pool and vacuum it thor-
oughly. Clean the skimmer bas-
ket and lint trap.

» Use a special filter cleaner to
thoroughly clean the filter. A dirty
filter can cake and harden over
the winter, leaving a messy and
difficult clean-up job.

Improperly winterized pools
can sustain damage to
equipment and underground
drains — damage that can
cost thousands to repair.

*  With the pump and filter on,
add the appropriate amount of
winter shock around the edges of
the pool. Wait an hour, then add
winter algaecide. Keep the pump
and filter on for another hour.
» If you completely cover and
close your pool, drain it to just be-
low the return water lines. Also,
drain your equipment and then
add pool-winterizing anti-freeze
to pipes and equipment. In cold-
er climates, it may be advisable
to remove the pump and filter,
and store them in an enclosed
structure. Consult your local Bio-
Guard dealer for specific instruc-
tions.
* Finally, cover your pool to
protect from winter winds,
leaves, dirt and debris.

For more information, visit
www.BioGuard.com or visit your
local BioGuard dealer.



